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NAVAHO FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 1795-1846

FRANK D. REEVE

edited by Eleanor B. Adams and John L. Kessell

INTRODUCTION

F

RANK DRIVER REEVE'S life-long interest in the history of the
Navaho people began with his doctoral dissertation at the University of Texas on "The Federal Indian Policy in New Mexico, 18581880." During a fruitful career as professor of history at the University of New Mexico and, for eighteen years, editor of the New
Mexico Historical Review, his untiring research resulted in publications detailing the People's contact with European men and ideas
from the seventeenth to the late nineteenth century.* When Dr.
Reeve retired in 1964 he devoted himself to the last Significant gap
in the story, the period 1795 to 1846.
Unfortunately his never robust health deteriorated seriously in
the years between his retirement and his death on December 3 I,

* All published in the New Mexico Historical Review: "The Federal Indian Policy in
New Mexico, 1858-1880," vol. 12 (1937), pp. 218-69; vol. 13 (1938), pp. '4-62, 146-91,261313. "The Government and the Navaho, 1846-1858," vol. 14 (1939)' pp. 82-114. "The
Government and the Navaho, 1878-1883," vol. 16 (1941), pp. 275-312. "The Government
and the Navaho, 1883-1888," vol. 18 (1943), pp. 17-51."A Navaho Struggle for Land,"
vol. 21 (1946), pp. 1-21. "Early Navaho Geography," vol. 31 (1956), pp. 29°-309. "Seventeenth Century Navaho-Spanish Relations," vol. 32 (1957), pp. 36-52. "Navaho-Spanish
Wars, 1680-1720," vol. 33 (1958), pp. 205-31. "The Navaho-Spanish Peace: 172o's1770 'S," vol. 34 (1959), pp. 9-40. "Navaho-Spanish Diplomacy, 1770-1790," vol. 35
(19 60), pp. 200-35·
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1967. It was difficult for him to go on, but he did not despair; he
was grimly determined to complete his life work. During the many
months he spent in the hospital he managed to finish a draft of his
last work, which he asked Eleanor B. Adams to prepare for publication.
The research, almost entirely from original sources, was done,
but the editors' task has not been easy. We found it necessary to
check every citation, to reorganize, rewrite, and revise to make a
coherent story. We have not meddled with Dr. Reeve's basic interpretations, but, working with his sources, we have on occasion
added to or abridged material in the draft to achieve balance.
Eleanor B. Adams
John 1. Kessell
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1795-1815

after the founding of New Mexico
the Spaniards were unable to reach any satisfactory modus vivendi
with the Navaho Indians. Now and again an uneasy truce prevailed, but peace seldom lasted long before the 1720'S. Various
reasons have been given for the beginning of harmonious relations,
which endured for half a century-hostilities against the Navaho
by other tribes, the success of Spanish punitive expeditions, and the
fact that the Navaho had acquired enough sheep to supplement
their old farm economy and make a satisfactory living without
raiding Indian pueblos and Spanish settlements. 1
Between 1720 and 1770 the Navaho even gave the Spanish
authorities and missionaries reason to hope that they might settle
down in permanent pueblos and accept Christianity, although in the
long run nothing substantial came of this. Meanwhile, in the 1750's,
Spanish settlers began moving into areas where the Navaho had
long made use of the land for farming. The land grants included
the usual stipulations to protect therights of third parties with prior
claims-in these cases the Navaho Indians-but not until the 1770'S
did the Indians challenge the intruders and end the long peace. 2
Spaniards who had taken up grants in the Navaho country began
to complain of thefts of livestock. Military reprisals proved sadly
ineffective. The raids increased in number and violence, and settlers were forced to abandon their ranches. Attempts to make peace
failed until 1786, when Governor Juan Bautista de Anza concluded
an agreement with the Navaho for military alliance against the
Gila Apache, resumption of trade, and protection of Navaho plantings in the Cebolleta area. Settlers were again allowed to graze
their stock in this region, provided it did not encroach on Indian
farm land. 3 ,
According to the treaty, the Navaho were supposed to be under
a head chief, or "general." Whatever the white man might like to
think, these Indians had never enjoyed tribal unity, and a headman
of all the Navaho was no more than a figment of the Spanish
imagination. During the ten years that followed the treaty Navaho
FOR MORE THAN A CENTURY
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tranquility was disturbed by an occasional fracas with the Ute or
Comanche on the north and the Apache on the south, but their
main external problem was to get along with their New Mexican
neighbors. Not all the Navaho were inclined to wholehearted observance of peace and alliance with the Spaniards, and intennittent
outbreaks occurred. Nevertheless, for the time being the dissidents
appeared to be in the minority.4
By 1795 the Navaho were enjoying considerable prosperity:
The Navaho, whom you suspect may have aided the Apache in their
incursions, have, since the death of their general Antonio [El Pinto],
been their irreconcilable enemies, while they have observed an invariable and sincere peace with us. These heathens have no need to
covet sheep, for their own are innumerable. They have increased
their horse herds considerably; they plant much and on good land;
they work their wool with more delicacy and taste than the Spaniards.
Both men and women go decently clothed, and their captains are
rarely seen without silver jewelry. They are more inclined to speak
Spanish than any other heathen tribe, so that they seem more like
town Indians than many of those who have been reduced. 5

When Governor don Fernando de la Concha (1788-1794) relinquished the reins of government, he prepared a lengthy report on
New Mexico for the benefit of his successor, don Fernando Chacon
(1794-18°5). The Navaho, he wrote, "possess much cattle and
sheep, and a proportionate number of horses. In general they occupy rugged mesas of difficult access, and pasture their livestock on
the borders of the Rio Puerco [of the East] and in the Canyon de
Chelly. . . . They reap generally abundant harvests, and enjoy
some commodities which are not known to the other barbarous
Indians."6

THERE are three "dirty" rivers in New Mexico. The Rio Puerco of
the East drains the region southward from the Rio San Juan watershed into the Rio Grande. The Rio Puerco of the North is a short
tributary of the Rio Chama, Bowing northward from the San Pedro

REEVE: NAVAHO FOREIGN AFFAIRS

105

Mountains. The Rio Puerco of the West drains westward from the
continental divide near the north end of the Zuni Mountains. According to Antonio Cordero; experienced frontier commander,
Navaho locations in the mid-1790'S were as follows: "Sevolleta
[Cebolleta], Chacoli, Guadalupe, Cerro-Cabezon, Agua Salada,
Cerrp Chato, Chusca, Tunicha, [Canyon de] Chelle and Carrizo."7
These traditional Navaho homesites were scattered across the vast
area of present northwestern New Mexico and northeastern Arizona over which this semi-nomadic people ranged.
Cebolleta Canyon drains from the southeastern side of the San
Mateo and Cebolleta Mountains, which Mount Taylor caps at the
southern end. The Navaho used this water, and that in Guadalupe
Canyon which Bows from the northeastern side of the mountains,
to irrigate their maize. Between Cebolleta and Guadalupe Canyons
an arroyo lmo,,;,n as Agua Salada, usually dry except in the recess
of the mountains, winds east and southeast into the Puerco of the
East. One of several volcanic necks, Cerro Chato. rises near the
mountains on the north side of Agua Salada. Across the Puerco to
the east Cabezon pierces the sky. Farther north lay the "Valle de
Chacoli."8 A hundred miles west, Tunicha Wash drains the eastern slope of the Chuska Range (bisected today by the New Mexico-Arizona line).9 Over the mountains lies Canyon de Chelly, a
magnificent red sandstone-walled canyon through which water
runs westward into the Chinle Wash and then north to the Rio
San Juan. Carrizo is a lava topped mesa offshoot of the Chuska
range, north of Chelly and east of the Chinle Wash.
These were the locations where marauders, traders, and diplomats could find the Navaho at the beginning of the nineteenth
century. Navaho land occupancy was determined by an agricultural
and pastoral life. The New Mexicans were strung along the Rio
Grande Valley, on ranch or in village, from Belen and its suburbs
on the south to Taos on the north, with extensions to the northwest
up the Rio Chama and eastward into the Sangre de Cristo Mountains. Intensive farming and. restricted pasturage tied them more
closely to the land than the semi-nomadic Navaho, but during the
nineteenth century increasing population was to force expansion. 10
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The routes to Navaholand from the Rio Grande Valley were
dictated by the mountains that extend southward from Tierra
Amarilla to San Isidro, west of the river. The Rio Chama flows
south and southeast from Tierra Amarilla. About fifteen miles
above Abiquiu it emerges from a canyon with "ice cream and lemon
pie" cliffs and continues on to join the Rio Grande in the Espanola
Basin. Below the canyon the Rio Puerco of the North joins the Rio
Chama in the Abiquiu Valley, the Piedra Lumbre of Spanish
days.ll Traders and soldiers searching for Navaho followed the Rio
Chama up to the Piedra Lumbre. On the right the old Spanish
trail followed Ginjil6n Creek (Arroyo Seco) north to bypass the
Chama Canyon, crossed the river at El Vado, and continued northwest through the old Navaho country to central Utah, where New
Mexicans traded for skins and Indian children. 12
The trail to the new Navaholand turned southwestward across
the Piedra Lumbre for a few miles, climbed the "Cuesta Navaho,"
and crossed the rolling, forested plateau drained by Poleo Creek
and the Rio Gallinas to the "Cuesta Blanca," or continental divide,
between the drainages of the Chama and San Juan Rivers. State
Highway 96 now follows more or less the same route to Cuesta
Blanca. Dropping down the steep western escarpment, the trail
then followed Canada Larga. 13 Near the junction of Canada Larga
and Canyon Largo the water of Ojo Amarillo bubbled from the
ground to relieve the thirsty traveler. From this area a westerly way
could be found to the flat country where the Rio Chaco, when in
flood, flows to the San Juan. Lonely Shiprock kept its counsel as
soldier or trader passed by.14 Beyond the Hogback, a lava flow
tilted by geodynamic force, a shallow valley between the Lukachukai on the left and the Carrizo Mountains on the right, pointed the
way to Chinle Wash and Canyon de Chelly.
Farther south, Washington Pass through the Chuska Mountains
opened another way into the heartland of the Navaho. The Pass
can be reached from Jemez Pueblo by traveling around the southern end of the Sierra Nacimiento, northwest along the winding
Arroyo Salado to the Rio Puerco, and west to the Chaco Wash.
Still another route from Jemez led southwestward along the eastern
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side of Mesa Prieta toa crossing of the Rio Puerco of the East. 15 It
proceeded toward Mt. Taylor, and south in the direction of Laguna
Pueblo, with the mountain on the west and Mesa Gigante on the
east. Whether folk were bent on peace or war, Jemez, Abiquiu, and
Laguna were the chief points of departure for the Navaho country.

By 1796 the uneasy peace between Spaniard and Navaho showed
signs of breaking down. Pedro de Nava, Commandant General of
the western division of the Provincias Internas, found reports of
suspected Navaho raids and renewal of their alliance with the Gila
Apache disturbing enough to instruct Governor Chacon to take
prompt diplomatic action. Who was at fault-the governor, his subordinates, the citizenry, or the interpreters "who were living with
them to watch over their movements and plans"? If emissaries and
gifts failed, then the old-fashioned punitive campaign would be
in order. 16
The pending trouble 'stemmed partly from New Mexico's rising
population and the need for more land. For example the Garda de
Noriega brothers, Francisco and Antonio, interpreters for the Navaho, who applied with eighteen other persons in March 1798,
received a town grant from Governor Chacon at the Canyon of San
Diego de Jemez. 17
Officials looked upon many landless citizens as semi-vagabonds
and troublemakers-they were contentious, and idleness became
the handmaiden to mischief. Settlements on unoccupied lands
should be established to take care of this problem and to reduce
the hazards of travel through long stretches of unoccupied countryside. Early in 1800 Governor Chacon, under instructions from
Commandant General Nava, reestablished the village of Alamillo
on the Rio Grande north of the site of Socorro. When his appeal
for settlers did not bring voluntary response, the governor arbitrarily ordered some sixty families described as "day laborers, servants,
gamblers, those living in concubinage, and incorrigible unlicensed
traders to the heathens" to move there. Since they lacked resources,
he subsidized them until harvest time and provided military protection against the Apache who roamed the mountains to the west. 18
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Moreover, some livestock owners needed more pasture land.
Governor Concha had come to an agreement with the Navaho to
ease the grazing problem on the western frontier. These Indians
permitted the New Mexicans to graze their stock in Navaho territory, provided that it did not invade their planted fields. 19 When
the New Mexicans, as individuals or groups, expanded their land
holdings, this happy state of affairs came to an end.
The arrangement for joint use of pasturage on the western frontier of New Mexico was followed by a move to take over farm land
at Cebolleta Canyon. Early in 1800 thirty residents of the Albuquerque district petitioned to settle at a site five leagues north of
Laguna Pueblo. The mere fact that they asked for this favor implied that the place was not occupied by Navaho. This is rather
surprising in view of the fact that these Indians had long used land
along the eastern side of the Sierra de Cebolleta. As was their
custom they left their fields for part of the year, and, from the
white man's point of view, seasonal use did not mean occupancy in
the sense of land ownership. Even after six years in office, Chacon
could not have understood the true state of affairs.
In accordance with the governor's order of January 23, 1800,
Jose Manuel Aragon, alcalde mayor of Laguna Pueblo and its jurisdiction, visited the place and pronounced it suitable for settlement.
He gave the grantees formal possession on March 16, with the
proviso that they must form a regular settlement-which meantliving around a plaza for defensive purposes. They were forbidden to
"abandon it under any pretext, which they gladly admitted and acknowledged." The boundaries of the grant were the Sierra de San
Mateo on the north and west; the Mesa del Gavilan on the south,
adjoining the Rancho de Paguate; and on the east, the Canada
through which the road from the pueblo of Laguna to those of Zia
and Jemez ran, and the Canada de Pedro Padilla. 20
The new residents had scarcely arrived when some Navaho stole
their stock. Presumably the have-not Indians were tempted by the
nearness of the spoils. The result was a major campaign against the
Navaho in general. Chacon marched to Tunicha with a force of
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five hundred men, including soldiers, residents, and Pueblo Indian
auxiliaries. Twenty Navaho leaders promptly appeared and opened
peace negotiations. They were so anxious to avoid war that they
surrendered 28 stolen animals, 30 tilmas, 48 skins, and one captive
Hopi Indian. In addition, they promised not to ask the governor for
gifts in the future, although this custom dated from at least the
mid-eighteenth century. Soldiers and Indians celebrated the accord with a general trading session. Commandant General Nava
was gratified by the news. 21
Despite their promise, the settlers had Bed from Cebolleta when
the trouble started. The governor ordered them to reoccupy their
homes. According to Jose Benito Baca, a native of Cebolleta who
testified in 1882 at the age of seventy, more settlers now took up
residence at San Mateo Spring on the western side of the Sierra de
San Mateo. The spring lay on the eighteenth-century Duran y
Chavez grant, which had been abandoned during the Navaho uprising of the 1770'S.22
To the Navaho, the question of land ownership in the Mt.
Taylor area remained a moot point. On February 26, 18°4, six of
them appeared before the governor in Santa Fe and asked permission to locate at Cebolleta. Two of them claimed that they had
received a favorable reply to an earlier petition to Commandant
General Nemesio Salcedo y Salcedo and that the papers he had
given them had been lost in a skirmish with some Apache in the
south. Governor Chacon was not inclined to go along with the alleged action by his superior and protested, telling Salcedo that
Cebolleta was too near the center of New Mexico. Although the
Navaho had occupied it at times, its greatest use to them was as a
vantage point to keep watch over what was going on in New Mexico and to launch forays against their neighbors' stock. Furthermore, there was now a plaza at the site, occupied. by settlers to
whom the governor himself had granted it. Scarcity of water and
tillable land left no room for more people. If Navaho were allowed
to relocate there, the usual friction would result. These arguments
convinced Salcedo, but not the Navaho. 23
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In May Chacon had doleful news to report to Salcedo:
I enclose for your excellency the journal of events from April I to
date, which includes hostilities caused by the heathen Navaho nation
during the first quarter of the moon in April. Large parties were seen
in various directions. They were responsible for the theft of something
over 3000 pregnant ewes, 58 head of cattle and 24 horses, and for
the death of nine herders in different places, most of whom were
asleep, and of one captive boy.
If we were to pardon and overlook said outrages, committed in cold
blood and unprovoked, as has been done in the past, it would not be
difficult to get them to come down peacefully at once. But the results
would be to confirm their feeling that we are afraid of them and that
they are superior to us because they are united. And shortly, when
they see us off guard, they will repeat their attacks with impunity.
This is not so easy for them at present because orders have been given
to bring the livestock and horses back a long way from their lands.
About the middle of next month, when the citizens have finished
planting and the horses have recuperated, continual campaigns will
be undertaken, and the results will dictate the manner in which I
contract peace when [the Navaho] seek it, demanding among other
things that they return all or the greater part of what they have stolen
up to then, as I stipulated on the two previous occasions when they
rose during my term as governor. 24

The provocations mentioned in this report had begun in the
Rio Abajo where the alcalde mayor reported the theft of two horses
and eight head of cattle from the Canada de Los Alamos on the
Rio Puerco. Segundo, a principal Navaho leader, arrived at Laguna
two days later claiming that some poor Navaho were responsible.
He said that the animals would be returned and that his people
wanted peace with the Spaniards and to get on with their planting.
Other Navaho called on the lieutenant of the Jemez district under
the pretext that their chiefs had sent them to find out the number
of animals stolen. When they left, they drove off ten head of cattle
and as many horses. On April 26 the alcalde mayor of the Rio
Arriba related that sixteen Navaho driving seven stolen animals encountered some Ute, who not only relieved them of the booty but
scalped one Navaho and wounded three.
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Other marauders had struck at the Ojo del Espiritu Santo on
April 23, killed three men and a boy, and taken the stock. The justicia of Jemez overtook the raiders on the RIO San Miguel and recovered a thousand ewes. 25 When he got home he discovered that
still other Navaho had run off his own stock. Setting out again, he
caught up with the culprits at the Agua del Raton in Navaho country near the prehistoric ruin of Pueblo Pintado. But seeing that the
raiders had been joined by many more Navaho, he did not attack
because he had no more than fifteen men. 26 On the twenty-fifth
the Navaho attacked Nacimiento, where they killed two shepherds. The night before, a strong party, estimated at more than two
hundred Indians, surrounded Cebolleta. They sacked three houses
with outside doors and took twelve horses and fifty head of cattle.
Then they went to the outlying pastures, where they killed three
herders, seized one boy, and drove away the sheep. The following
day the alcalde mayor of Laguna tracked them to the Paraje de Los
Cafioncitos,27 where he noted that they had divided the spoils and
gone off in different directions. Following the trail of the largest
party, he overtook the Navaho at midnight, killed one Indian, recovered sixty ewes and nine head of cattle, and got away with ten
Navaho horses with all their gear. Heading back to Laguna the alcalde rode into a Navaho ambush. The hostiles killed the horse he
was riding. He and an Indian auxiliary were slightly wounded in
the fray.
.
In early May, with the scent of plunder in the air, seven Jicarilla
Apache volunteered to join the Spaniards against the Navaho.
Two days later a couple of Ute came in to offer the services of their
tribe. 28
Salcedo approved Governor Chacon's plan for retaliation ~nd
offered assistance for a large-scale offensive after the spring planting
of 1804- For the time being the governor asked for forty horses and
three mules to mount the presidial troopS.29 In July he marched
against the enemy with a force of five hundred men, including fifty
presidials. Three hundred and seventy-five Ute and Jicarilla Apache
Indians accompanied the expedition and profited to the extent of
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twenty-two captured horses. The invaders killed four Navaho
warriors and one woman and took ten captives.
Although Salcedo was pleased,30 Chacon was not satisfied with
the victory, feeling that it was insufficient to lead to a satisfactory
peace. Scarcely pausing to draw breath after he finished penning
his report, on July 30 he dispatched Lieutenant Antonio Vargas of
the Santa Fe company with six hundred men. According to Salcedo, a third blow to humble the Navaho would be planned, if necessary. Meanwhile don Antonio returned from the field with a
score of fifty-seven persons killed, including seventeen warriors,
and five prisoners. He recovered sixteen horses and thirty-three
head of stock. He lost one genizaro. 31 An estimated nine hundred
to a thousand warriors reacted quickly and strongly by striking at
Cebolleta on August 3. They killed the corporal of the detachment
guarding the village, one resident, and an Indian. Four soldiers and
eleven settlers, including a woman, were wounded. The aggressors
suffered twenty-two dead and forty-four wounded. 32
The settlers petitioned for permission to abandon their homes
and moved to Laguna without awaiting a reply, much to the annoyance of Salcedo who, determined to bring the Navaho to their
knees, was in no mood to accept this retreat. He sent sharp instructions ordering the settlers to return immediately or forfeit all rights
to the land. Although he was tempted to punish them for insubordination, he sent a force of thirty men from Nueva Vizcaya under
Lieutenant Nicolas Farin to help chastise the Navaho and protect
the Cebolleta settlers while they reoccupied their lands. Lieutenant
Farin took command of the Navaho campaign on October 12. 33 He
aroused Salcedo's ire to the boiling point by talking peace rather
than waging war with the Indians. 34
On November 21 Lieutenant Antonio Narbona arrived at Zuni
from Sonora with 215 men equipped for sixty days in the field.
Chacon ordered him to proceed to Laguna. Heavy snow delayed
the force at La Tinaja, but the weary men finally reached £1 Vadito
on the Rio San Jose, where the alcalde of Laguna joined them on
November 26 with a hundred Indian auxiliaries.
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The best laid plans of mice and men often go astray. Farlnhad
marched six days earlier and Narbona was unable to take command
of the whole operation in accordance with Governor Chacon's order
of November 10. Therefore he decided to set out with his party on
the twenty-seventh on an eighteen-day foray. He would do his utmost to join Fadn, but if he failed, he would go it alone. 35
"Overcome with mortification and shame," "Narbona wrote the
governor from Laguna on December 10. All he had accomplished
was an attack on a pitifully small Navaho rancheda near Canyon
de Chelly. Forty-eight hours of snow at the outset of the campaign
had prevented him from picking up and following enemy tracks.
When finally he did, neither cavalry nor infantry was fit to go on;
the horses were spent and the men's feet swollen. 36 If Chacon
should decide to send him back to Sonora, Narbona continued, he
would need five hundred pesos, or supplies for twenty days.37 Commandant General Salcedo's original orders to Narbona and Fadn
had called for a simultaneous two-pronged invasion from Zuni and
Laguna to catch the Navaho by surprise. No sooner had he dispatched Narbona from Sonora than he set about planning another
blow. 3s
Meanwhile, on January 17, 1805, Narbona redeemed himself,
carrying the war to the heart of Navaho country in Canyon de
Chelly. A large number of the enemy had fortified themselves high
on the rock wall in an almost inaccessible cave. The Spaniards attacked from above and below. The battle raged all one day and into
the next, ending in a resounding victory for the invaders. Ninety
Navaho braves and twenty-five women lay dead. Later Corporal
Baltasar Rivera carried eighty-four pairs of ears to the governor in
Santa Fe. Narboria apologized for the loss of the other six. The
captives included two Navaho braves, one Hopi, eight women, and
twenty-two children. One of them was; no less a personage than
Segundo. The spoils of war totaled three hundred fifty sheep and
thirty horses. Lieutenant don Francisco Piri of the Opata company
from Bacoachi died in the fray. Sixty-four soldiers, settlers, and Indian auxiliaries were wounded. Narbona was forced to order the
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destruction of eighty-five horses no longer fit for service. In spite of
his success, Lieutenant Narbona warned the governor that it
should not inspire false confidence:
I went through Canyon de Chelly, stronghold on which the Navaho have based their hopes of making themselves invincible, from
its head to the mouth. Because many people live there and because
nature has fortified it with the steep rock of which it is made, that
hope is not ill-considered. Although I dislodged them this time, I can
do no less than point out to you, as is my duty, and without exaggeration, that if in the future it is necessary to fight there again, a larger
force than the one I had will be indispensable. They should take a
large supply of munitions. I brought more than ten thousand rounds
from my province [Sonora] and had to use them all to get out of the
canyon.
It is wide and there are many planted fields in it, watered by a
fairly good river which runs through it. But this does not make it impossible for the enemy Indians to attack from the heights those who
march below. Therefore, it is absolutely necessary, in addition to
those who fight within, to station two parties On the rims of the
canyon to drive off the foe who might lie in ambush, and to be on
guard against any eventuality.

Narbona informed Governor Chacon that he had allotted eleven
wounded captives and children to individual New Mexicans and
Sonorans. He was leading twenty-four prisoners, including two
taken on his first foray, in collars. When the Navaho Cristobal and
his followers begged for peace, the commander told them to go to
the governor to negotiate and to ask for the release of Segundo and
his family. Narbona made his situation quite clear:
If Your Lordship should decide to permit the aforesaid Indian Segundo to go free, you can, if you like, apprise me of your wishes in the
pueblo of El Paso, to which I am withdrawing because I am almost
out of ammunition and my horses are in very bad shape.

He must also have been short of provisions, for all the sheep were
eaten. The captured horses he gave to the Sonoran auxiliaries and
New Mexican guides.
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The commander went out of his way to commend these guides
for their good service and asked Chacon to reward them, as well as
Antonio Armijo, a volunteer who was most useful because of his
knowledge of the enemy's territory. Narbona praised the New
Mexican forces, including the militia and Indian auxiliaries, and
singled out several for special commendation. Militia Captain
Lorenzo Gutierrez performed with such gallantry that "I do not
hesitate to praise him more and more, assuring Your Lordship that
he is worthy of trust, even in the most important military undertakings." Young Lieutenant Bartolome Baca commanded the party
which protected Narbona's descent into the canyon, holding off
the foe with exceptional valor. 39
Narbona's signal victory of 1805 lives on in Navaho tradition.
According to an eighty-eight-year-old Navaho informant, Hosteen
Tsosi, it was this fight that gave Canon del Muerto its name. Tsosi
claimed that some seventy women and children fell victim to the
invaders while the men,except for the aged and crippled, were
away hunting. 40

COLONEL Joaquin del Real Alencaster succeeded to the governorship of New Mexico on March 23, 1805, in the midst of the Navaho war. 41 Commandant General Salcedo had sent orders for
Narbona to wait in New Mexico to escort the outgoing governor to
Chihuahua. In the meantime he might attack the Navaho again at
the discretion of Governor Chacon. Narbona informed the governor that the number of wounded and the shortage of munitions
and horses put this out of the question. Moreover, for the. sani.e
reasons it would be difficult for him to go to Santa Fe. He was
marching immediately for Tome, where he would await further
orders. 42
Before leaving, Chacon drew up a statement of appropriate
peace terms should a treaty with the Navaho be made. No pact
should even be considered unless one of two things came to pass:
1) The Navaho gave up all stolen cattle, sheep, and horses in their
possession. 2) The Navaho came to terms after a campaign in
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which they lost more than they had stolen. Chacon estimated this
at four thousand ewes, one hundred fifty head of cattle, and sixty
horses. Any treaty should include the following stipulations: I)
The Navaho were to make no claim at Cebolleta or use this as the
pretext for further outbreaks. 2) They were to relinquish any
claims to animals in the possession of Spaniards. 3) Two Navaho
captives would be exchanged for the two captives they held. 4)
The Navaho were not to trespass with their livestock at Juan
Tafoya Canyon, Rio del Oso, or San Mateo, but move their animals northward toward the San Juan River. 5) The most petty
theft or hostile action would lead to military reprisal unless the
property and the culprit were given up at once. 6) They were not
to expect gifts when they might come to Santa Fe to call on the
governor, but only their board while in the capita1. 43
Cristobal and Vicente, first and second Navaho "generals," as
New Mexican officials termed them, came to Santa Fe in April
with Cristobal's nephew and two captive boys, natives of Alameda
and Cebolleta, accompanied by the lieutenant of Jemez. They
asked the new governor for "lasting and perpetual peace in good
faith." They pleaded their claim to the Cebolleta land, but the
governor made it clear that they must desist. They appeared to be
convinced and went on to say that since they were returning the
two boys, Segundo, his family, and the rest of the Navaho captives
should be returned to them, for reciprocal restitution of property
damage was not feasible. They also asked for Jose Antonio Garda
to live with them as their interpreter. Real Alencaster replied that
he would make a full report to the Commandant General for his
decision, since he himself was empowered only to grant a truce,
which he did. He told them to return to Jemez in twenty-five days
to learn the results. 44
In accordance with Salcedo's reply, Real Alencaster made peace
with the Navaho at Santa Fe on May 12, 1805. Never again were
they to lay any claim to the Cebolleta lands. They must surrender
all captives. They must not enter into alliances, trade, or communication with nations hostile to the Spaniards, and when the
occasion arose, they must make war on them. If any Navaho com-
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mitted an offense against New Mexicans, the chiefs must turn him
over for punishment.· The Spaniards would permit the Navaho to
trade, raise livestock, plant, and engage in other business. In accordance with their request, Jose Antonio Garda was reappointed
their interpreter to live with them. "Captain" Segundo and sixteen
other prisoners who had been held at San Elzeario were exchanged.
Any other captives held by either side would be returned. Now
that they had been received under the protection of the king, any
violation of the above terms, which obligated the whole nation,
would be taken as a formal declaration of war and would lead to
their annihilation. 45
Although Cristobal, Vicente, and Segundo agreed to these terms,
they did not represent the Navaho as a whole. Even before they
left Santa Fe the alcalde of Santa Cruz de la Canada reported that
Navaho had run off ten head of cattle and two horses from Santa
Clara canyon. When the governor reproached the three Navaho
leaders, they retorted that they could not prevent those who had lost
their families and property during the war from marauding. They
would do their bestto prevent further misdeeds.
On the night of the fourteenth Navaho had stolen the horse
herd from near Jemez pueblo while the Indians guarding it slept.
Two herders followed the track. Real Alencaster wrote to interpreter Garda ordering him to admonish the Navaho leaders. But
Vicente and his son-in-law Luis had changed horses the moment
they heard the news and gone in pursuit eager "to cut off the heads
of the aggressors." Shortly thereafter Cristobal and Segundo set out
"in another direction for the same purpose."46 For some reason they
had told Garda to remain at Jemez Canyon; the governor was
disturbed when he received no reply to his request for information
from the interpreter. He summoned Garda's literate nephew and
sent him to Jemez with orders to make sure that information about
exactly what the Navaho were up to reached the authorities. 47
For several months there were no serious repercussions from
these incidents, and New Mexican officials were quite pleased with
the situation. The Navaho did try to restore stolen stock found
among their people and to keep out of trouble. 48 Peaceful Navaho
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had visited Zuni and warned of possible attack by the Mescalero
Apache. 49
Along in August Franciscan Custos Jose de la Prada wrote from
Abiquiu that he had ransomed a Navaho woman captive from the
Ute. He said that they had taken her in "just war, and unjust war
on the part of the Navaho." But because her captors had scandalously mistreated her, he had willingly given two horses and a mule,
worth a hundred pesos, to redeem her body and souPO
Governor Real Alencaster continued to send out routine patrols
lest the Navaho become overconfident, although the loss of horses
in the recent war and drought made mounting such expeditions a
problem. 51 For the time being affairs between Navaho and New
Mexican jogged along quietly except for minor episodes.
Apparently it was impossible for the Navaho to accept the loss
of Cebolleta. In October 1805 forty-odd Navahq families arrived to
harvest the maize even though they had not planted it. The settlers
complained to alcalde Jose Manuel Arag6n at Laguna that they
were being treated like heathens and that it would be better for
them to give up than to work hard every year for the benefit of the
Navaho. The alcalde expressed the strong opinion that maintaining
the Spanish settlement was prejudicial to the province. It had led
to the general suffering caused by the Navaho uprising. Hewarned
that the Navaho would wreak vengeance even if they had to ally
themselves with the Gila Apache. If this should happen, the poor
families there, near the sierra and five leagues from Laguna, would
perish without hope of aid. 52 The alcalde's recommendation went
unheeded. It is possible that representatives of the Navaho had
planned to carry their case to Chihuahua, but they did not arrive
with the annual trade caravan. M
Two months later Vicente carne to Laguna in search of a horse
that other Navaho had stolen and sold at Acoma. Vicente and his
people were living at Juan Tafoya Canyon and Cerro Chato. He
told the alcalde that he was going to complain to the governor because some Spanish shepherds had beaten him when he tried to
prevent them from putting their stock where he was keeping his
horses. 54 He also told Arag6n that he had heard that the Jemez
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Indians wanted to dance with Navaho scalps. Vicente felt that this
would open old sores and might lead to Navaho raids on Jemez. 55
Commandant General Salcedo foresaw another potential source
of trouble when a Coyotero Apache came to Zuni seeking to make
peace. He wrote to Real Alencaster that since the Coyotero Apache
of the Sierras del Pinal, Tabano, and Blanca on the Sonora frontier
had just made peace with the authorities in Chihuahua, he feared
that any link with the inconstant Navaho might upset this arrangement. 56
Winter passed into the spring of 1806 without major incident,
and the Navaho hoped that they might again receive presents when
they visited Santa Fe. Since that point had been settled by the
treaty, the commandant general maintained his chilly attitude. He
told the governor to tell them that it was time for them to rely upon
their own resources. Moreover, reports of robberies committed by
individual Navaho cast doubt upon their good faith. During the
early summer some Navaho were observed bartering tilmas with
Apache in the Mogollon Mountains; this was a breach of the
treaty. The Navaho might backslide under the bad influence of
enemy Apache. At any rate the commandant general instructed
Governor Real Alencaster to warn Navaho leaders that any of their
followers found in the company of hostile Indians would be treated
as true enemies. 57
On October 13, 1807, some Apache attacked Zuni. Governor
Real Alencaster ordered a punitive expedition to leave Santa Fe
October 3 I; two hundred fifty settlers and Indians would join the
regulars at Laguna. Meanwhile Segundo came to Santa Fe with a
refugee criminal from Jemez. Through interpreter Garda the Navaho told the governor that to convince him of his intention to
keep the peace he would do all he could to restore to the Spaniards
a Navaho baby taken in the 1805 Narbona campaign. There were
strong suspicions that some Navaho had stolen the child from
militia captain Lorenzo Gutierrez.
The governor quizzed Segundo about Navaho activity among
the Mescalero and Gileno Apache. The Indian assured Real Alencaster that his people traded their blankets, hats, and other goods
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to all who would buy-Spaniards, Ute, and all other neighboring
tribes. Navaho trade goods among the Apache were not proof of
friendship, for the Apache and Navaho had been on good terms
during the New Mexican-Navaho war of 1805. But since then,
Apache treachery had led to dissension and fighting. The Spaniards had no further need to worry on this score; Segundo even offered to enlist some of his kinsmen for the campaign against the
Apache. 58

MEANWHILE, although the ownership of Cebolleta was still a sore
point with the Navaho, the New Mexicans had settled the matter
to their own satisfaction. On January 16, 1807, Governor Real
Alencaster approved the petition of the once reluctant settlers for
confirmation of title, since they had lived there more than the five
years stipulated by his predecessor. Thus, insofar as the Navaho
claim could be blocked by legal formality, the New Mexicans had
made good their claim to ownership of land at Nuestra Senora de
los Dolores de Cebolleta. 59
In the spring of 1808 the· governor tried to balance the scales of
justice between New Mexican and Navaho. Complaints had
reached his ears that trespassers had taken over cropland belonging to Segundo's people. He instructed don Lorenzo Gutierrez, second alcalde at Albuquerque, to have the matter investigated. The
alcalde dispatched Bartolome Baca with instructions to redress
grievances by removing those who had intruded on land without
proper license. 6o Don Bartolome encamped west of the Puerco,
where Segundo and Delgadito insisted on discussing the matter
that very night. According to Baca:
I listened to the complaint by the said captains and the rest of their
people. They showed me a small field which they had planted on the
Rio Puerco, a site where they had also planted the year before. Now
five residents of the Rio Abajo have intruded into the said field. . . .
[Three of them] being present, I summoned them and stated the Nav-
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aha complaint. I asked them their motive for using the field with
the Navaho. They told me that their lieutenant had given them leave
to do so. When I asked them for the said license in writing, they told
me that they did not have one, because from time to time he ordered
them to withdraw to their lands. Explaining that this land could only
be granted by the superior government, and in view of the fact that it
has not come to my attention that a lieutenant holds authority to do
so, I ordered that they should lose what they have planted, and exempted them from punishment for their disobedience in overstepping
the boundaries. . . . What they had sown was to be divided by the
[Navaho] captains among those of their tribe whom they considered
most needy.61

Baca moved on to Juan Tafoya Canyon, where New Mexican
sheepmen were watering their woollies, thus interfering with Navaho irrigation of their maize. Don Bartolome made short shrift of
these intruders:
I ordered the mayordomos of the said sheep to assemble, and in the
presence of the Navaho, I ordered them not to harm or to annoy [the
Indians] with ill treatment under the penalty of twelve pesos fine and
as many days in jail for the first offense, and for the second, whatever my superior might impose and consider fitting. I designated from
the Cerro Chato down canyon as the area for grazing their sheep.62

Another point of conHict lay in the Canada de Pedro Padilla,
some three leagues from Cebolleta. The Navaho said that they
understood that only Cebolleta and its environs had been granted
to the settlers there, and not the springs Howing from the rock in
the canada, a long way from Cebolleta. Baca examined the title
papers and found that this canada did ~ie within the Cebolleta
grant; the Navaho petition would have to be referred to higher
authority. On receipt of this news many of them wept, but they
cried too soon. In the opinion of Alcalde Gutierrez the disputed
area was of more benefit to the Navaho than their being there was
prejudicial to the settlers of Cebolleta. He himself could not make
the decision, but he believed that justice was on the side of the
Navaho. Not only did the settlers have sufficient farm land, but the
Canada de Pedro Padilla was the Navaho lookout for defense
against Apache invasion.
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Acting Governor Alberto Maynez agreed with these arguments,
but said that the settlers could make further representations to him.
A few clays later, however, the governor had second thoughts. On
July 2 he again wrote to Alcalde Gutierrez, saying that Santa Fe
alcalde Juan Rafael Ortiz had just retunl,ed from a journey to
Laguna via the Rio Puerco. In view of what Ortiz had to say about
the Navaho claims, he now pointed out that mere permission to
the Navaho to plant on the Puerco did not confer property rights.
In this case and in the case of the limd at the Canada de Pedro
Padilla, the decision would be made in favor of those who proved
ownership.
Meanwhile, in accordance with the governor's initial friendly
response to the Navaho claim, Gutierrez had commissioned Lieutenant Vicente Lopez to transfer the land at the Canada de Pedro
Padilla to the Navaho in the presence of the citizens of Cebolleta.
If any settler had planted only at the canada, the Navaho were to
allow him to stay until he had taken in his harvest. On July 5
Lopez carried out the assignment. At Cebolleta he appointed three
witnesses and summoned the comisionado de la plaza, Francisco
Aragon, and the settlers who had planted in the Canada de Pedro
Padilla. He told them that they must accompany him to the canada
to witness the transfer to Captain Segundo. Only four out of fifteen interested parties responded, but Lieutenant Lopez went
ahead with the transfer. He told Segundo to distribute the farm
land among his people pending any decision to the contrary from
higher authority. He noted that the plantings in the canada were
meager and uncultivated, while those near Cebolleta were "opulent" enough for even more settlers. He reiterated the opinion
that the Canada de Pedro Padilla was more useful in Navaho
hands, not only because the settlers had more than enough land
without it, but also because the Navaho guarded "this gateway to
our frontiers."
On July 7 Francisco Aragon and four settlers of Cebolleta appeared before Gutierrez to defend their rights. The alcalde was
unable to persuade them that the transfer would be beneficial to
both parties in the long run.
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When the governor learned of Gutierrez' action and of the
protest by citizens of Cebolleta, he explained that although he had
agreed with the alcalde's analysis of the situation at first glance,
that was by no means to be interpreted as an order to put the Navaho in possession. The governor believed that neither party had
proved ownership and the Canada de Pedro Padill~ was in effect a
buffer zone between them.
In order to cut this contention off at the root, my final decision is that
it shall remain, as it is, a boundary area in which the settlers of
Cebolleta and the Navaho people may freely graze their stock without making further claims [to the land]. Each party is to pay the other
for damage done to planted fields, according to universal custom.

Probably the compromise satisfied neither party, but, so far as we
know, dissension ceased for the time being. 63
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THE NAVAHO and the Apache remained at peace with the New
Mexicans for the next several years. During this period they now
and again tried their mettle against each other. When, in August
1809, four Navaho requested permission from the alcalde of Albuquerque to steal some horses from the Faraon and Mescalero
Apache in the Sierra Blanca, Governor Jose Manrique said that
there was no objection to the raid. 64 Minor conflicts with the
Faraon also occurred in I 813. 65
The Zuni folk had long been between the anvil and the hammer with the Navaho to the north and Apache to the south, as
events in the summer of 1815 illustrate. A few Navaho traveling
from Chelly to Zuni to trade set upon two Zuni boys they met,
took a pair of blue earrings and a hoe, and gave one of the lads a
severe beating. Apache stole some animals in a night raid. 66 On
October 2 Navaho interpreter Garda notified the Santa Fe authorities that a group of his wards had campaigned against the Mogollon Apache, killing one and taking six captives. About two weeks
later more than a hundred Mogollon Apache raided Zuni, where
they killed several persons and drove off a flock of sheep. The
pursuit party, too weak to retaliate, returned without satisfaction. 67
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